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SUMMARY., 1N NID-JULY 1970 FOUR AMIRICAN PRISONERS OF

WAS (POF) AND A 30-YAX NOXTH VIETMNESE ARNY (XVA) ESCORT

' VERE OBSERVED AT A POINT BETYERN XUONG PRINE AYD TCAZPOXE
OX THE BO CHI XIRS TRAIL IN EASTERN SAVAMMAKART PROVINCE.
TRE ANIRICAKS VIRE REFOSTED BY  KVA SOLDIZRS TO KE PILOTS
CAPTURED IX SOUTE YIETKAN WHO YXRX BRING TAXEN TO. NORTH
VIETRAX FOR TNCARCEBATION. THE POW'S VIRE CAUCASIANS
BETWZEN 30 AND 40 YXARD OLD AND, EXCEPT FOR SOME PATIGUR
FROX THEIR RARCN, WERE IN GOOD PHYSICAL COMDITION. 1IN
1962 - 1983 POUR ANERICAN YO¥'S, REPORTED TO BX MILITARY
ADVISORS ¥HO SURYIVED A 1962 PL.NX CRASH IN THE VICINITY
OF SAX NEUA, WERE DETAT™D 8 PATHET LAO (PL) FORCES AT
SAY NEUA, DURING n’rrmxéa, ONE OF THE POVW'S REPORTEDLY
YAS SHOT AND XILLED WHILE ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE. AFTIR
APPROXIMATELY SEVEN UONTHS IN SAM NXUA, THE THREY REMAINING
PRISONERS WERE NOVED TO HANOI, THE PL AND NVA USUALLY TOOX
PRECAUTIONARY NEASURES TO SATEGUARD THE LIVES OF ANERICANX
PO¥'S TRANSITING THE O CHI MINI TRAIL BY PROVIDING COVER
FRON AIRSTRIZES. ALTHOUGH PL AXD NVA TREATMENT OF FRENCE
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POY'S WAS HARSE DORING PARLIER PHASES OF TNE 1IOOCHINA WAR,
CURSENT PL/EVA POLICY TOYARD AMERICAN AND THIRD COUNTRY
MATIONAL (fCf) POV'S NAS BRXXN VAR LESS SXVIRE, ESPSCIALLY
JOKARD AMERICAN PILOTS. NYA SCLDIERS APPZAR TO BI VIRY
COXSCIOUS OF WORLD OPINION ON PON‘S, 2OVEVER, THE PL AN
AVA TRIAT CAPTURID LA0 AXD SOUTH VIETMMESE POLITICAL
PRISONERS SKVEAZLY, IX PART BECAUSE THXY ARE CONSIDIRED
TAATTORS, MOT FOU'S, MISTREATMINT OF AMERICAN AXD YCN a
POY'S 18 COUNTER TO PL AN NVA RIGULATIONS,AXD OFFLMOXXS
ARE SURJECT 70 PUNISBMENT. PREFEREXTIAL TREATHENT OF
AMERICAX AXD TCH POY'S IS OYTEN RESENTED BY PL OTFICEKRS,
AMERICAN AND TCN FOW'S ARE SEXT T0 JORTH VISTFAM BECAUSE

OF THE DIFFICULTT I¥ PROVIDING FOOD AKD SECURLTY IN LAOS
AXD SOUTH YIETRAK. THERZ ARE N0 KMOVX PRISOXS FOR AMIRICAXS
OR TCX PO¥'S IX SAN XAUA OR SAVANMAEHET PROVINCE. HOVEVIR,
THERS 13 A PRISON FOR 1AO MLITICAL OFPEXDERS AT KAN CHALD
NEAR TCHEPONE. LAO ARMED FORCES (FAR) SOLDIXRS CAPIVRED BY
THE PL AND NVA AR COXSIDSRED TO BEZ PO¥'S AND RECEIVK KUCK
PETTER TKEATMENT TAAN LAO POLITICAL PRISONERS. THE CAPTURED
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PAR SOLDIERS ARZ IXDOCTRIMATED BY FL PROPAGANDISTS AND
RELEASED TO JOIX TRE PL OR RETURX TO THEIR MOMES IF TMEY
PLIDGE KEVER AGAIR TO JOIN PAR AXD PIGHT THY PL. KO
SUNBARY. | |

1. 1M MID-JULY 1970 FOUR AMERICAN PRISONERS OF WAR .
(POY) ESCORTED BY AROUT 30. MORTH VIETRAMESE ARMY (XVA)
TROOPS YERE OBSERVED RESTING AT A POINT BETTERN YUONG PHINE
(XD 0927) AND TCHEPONE (XD 3244) WHILK TRANSITING THE R O
CRI MINY TRATL IX EASTERN SAVAXNAKHST PROVIXCE, ONE NVA
SOLDIER SAID TRE PO¥'S YERE ANSRICAN PILOTS CAPTVAED 1N
SOUTH YIETMAX YHO WERM BEING MOVED TO NORTH VIETIAX 7OR
INCARCERATION. THE PRISONERS WENE CAUCASIAXS WITH "BIG
XOSES.” THREE PRISOKERS YORE PILOT'S USNIFORNS,AND OXE
YORE KVA FATIGUES. ALL OF THE AXERICANS APPEARED TO BS

BETNEEN 30 AND 40 YEARS OF AGE. %8 COMMEXT. THE

OFFICIAL'S ABILITY TO DETERMIKRE ACCUTEJ THE APPROXIMATE
AGE OF CAUCASIANS HAS NOT REER ESTABLISHED,)
2, THE POW'S APPEARED TO BE IN GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION
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" THR FOT'S HOVED READILY Aﬂ EASILY WHEN THE GROOF DIMARTED TRX
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-
BUT SOMEWHAT PATIOUED FACX THE MARCH ALONC THY TRAIL, HOVIVIR, ? g

REST ARZA. TEE NVA ESCORT GAGUPF WAS NOT PARTICULAKLY ALZRT
Fo= A POSSIELE ESCAPE ATTEXPT, SINCE THE POY'S Wik FATIGUED t
AXD HAD 1O YAPS G TRE ARTA OR DEVICES 10 SIGEAL AKSCUR i
AIRCRAFT. VEEN NOVING, A 30 TO 40 EXTIR DISTANCEY WAS MAINTAIXED
BETVIEN EACE FOY. THE VA SOLDIZR COMMEXTZD TNAT HE WAS GLAD
NONZ (7 THE ANXRICAXS WAS WOUNOED; OTMKAVISE, THEZ ¥VA WOULD BE

AEQUIRED TO CARRY NI¥, VHILE IN THE REST ARKA, THE AMIRICARG
ATE THE SAME POCD AS THE NVA TROOPE, NUT JUDGING FROM THE 4‘
TERCR OF TREIR COMMENTS AXD THEIR KXPRESSIONS, TRE AMEXICANS 4
OBVIOUSLY DID NOT ERJOY THE FOGD, | i

3

3. 1IX 1982 - 1963 TEE PATHET LAO (PL) DETAIXED FOUR
AMERICAKS IN THE YICINITY OF SAM NEUA IN A CONCRETZ BUILDING

" 6P 4 N

.
FORMERLY OCCUPIED BY A ROMAY CATHOLIC PRIEST. THEY VERE i,
WILITARY ADVISORS WHO SURVIVED AX AIR CRASH NEAR 3AM XEUA, 3 ’
* i
, . 1
‘m TPAK PILOTS OR CREWNEN INVOLVED IN CRASHES IN THS SAN 33
NEUA AREA.) THE PON'S WORE GREZX FATIGUE UNIFORMS. THE PL :"
¥
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PROVIDID THE ANEAICAKS WITR 5iZD8 AXD ¥ITE 2000 PUACKASTD TRON
TXE 5VA, BICAUSE TNE AMIRICAXS WOULD XOT BAT LAO FOCO, WVHILE
IX DETZNTION AT BAN mia", QNE PRISONER ATTENPTED 70 ESCAPS
AXD YAS SHOT AND EIRAED. ATTER APPROXINATELY SEVEN NONTYS

DETRNTION AT 8AN KYOA, THE THREE RXNATNING PRISONZRS WERK
TAKEX T0 EAMOL BY 7EP NVA, BECAUSE THE.-FOW'S WIAZ CONTIMIALLY
SUFTERING 7BOX DIRTIRY Pacexys, B

LAO HAX SAT OFFICIAL WAS MOT VEXY INFERESTED IN PRISOXERS AT
THE TINE AXD 700K QLY CASUAL NOTE TEA? TNE PON'S WERE
ANKRICAKS., IS 18 THR OXLY AMYRICAX WE EAS NEARD OF BEING
XILLXD WHILE A PRISONIR OF THE VL GX -XVA IX LACS.)

4. DURYNG THE APPROXIMATELY OXR MOXTH TRAKSIT TINX
BETYEEY %UCHG PHINER/TCHEPONX AMND BANOI, THE NVA umu,i TAKES
PRECAUTIONS TO PROTECT THE LIVES OF AMFRICAX PRISONERS BEING
ESCOPTED THROUGH THR AREA., JUST AS AIRSTRIKES TAKE A TOLL OF
PL A¥D NVA WHO LIVE, WORK, AXD TRAVEL ALONG THE TRAIL, THE
LHIRETRIXES COULD POSSIBLY TAKE A TOLL OF AMERICAN PO¥Y'S
BEIFG MOVED THROUGH THE AREA. OFTEX,NOWEVER,AIRSTRIKSS Anx
AHTICIPATED BY THE PL/NVA COMMAND AT NEO LAOQ BAX BAT inxs)
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HEADQUARTIRS IN QAN )EUA, WMICH NARNS XVA SECURITY AJD

MAINTEMANCE PERSOING. ALONO THE TRAIL 70 CLEAR TXR ARA OF
ALl PERSONNIL, IMCLUDING ANKRICAN POV'S, SEELIER IS DPROYIDID
BY ERAVILY FOXTIPIXD BUNKERS ALOMG THE SIDXS OF THE TRALL.
AMKRICAN PRISONERS ARE VSUALLY TRAXSFORTID ALOMG THE TBAIL

IF TRUCKS VHENIVER POSSIRLY, (e 1T 13 souz-
TINES JOT ADYIZAMLE TO CAKAY PRISO 28 IN TRUCKS, SINCE
TSUCKS ARE SUBJECT TO AIR ATTACKS.) THE ENTIAZ TRIP FOCN —
SOUTR VIETMAM TO HARO! TAXES APPROXIMATELY THO NowTRS,
DEPEXDING UFON KFFRCTIVENKSS OF AIRSTRIXES, WRATHIR mmxmm
AVAILABILITY OF XVA TRUCKS, AD. PHTSICAL CORDITIONS OF
PRISONERS AND SSOURT TROOPS, & TRF nx.s
OFFICIAL RFARD OF SEVERAL AMXRICAX FOX'S ¥BO DIED FROM
ILLNES3ES WHILE TRAKSITING THR TRAIL, BUT MO DETAILS VERE
AVAILARLE.)

S. THE PL AND XVA, ESPECIALLY THEZ MVA, TREATED FRECK
POY'S HARSHLY DUBING THE EARLIYR PEASE OF THE [NDOCHIMA VAR,
BUT POLICY TOTARD AMERICAN AND THIRD COUNTRY MATIONAL (TCH)
PO¥'S HAS BEEN FAR LESS SEVERE, PARTICULARLY TO¥ARD AMERICAN
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. PILOTS.. THE PL-AND XYA ARE EXTREMELY CONSC1O0S O NORLD
. OPINION REGARDING ANERICAN AND TCN POU'S, 1IN PACT, ANERICAN

AXD TCY POY'S AR USUALLY TREATED FAR BATTER THAN-CAPTURSD
140 AXD $0UTH VIETXANESE, PARTLY BICAUSE AMERICAXS AXD TCX'S
ARE COXSIDSRED POW'S, WHILE LAO AND SCUTH VIETNAMESE ARK
CONSIDELLD TRAITORS TO TERIR COUNTRISS. THERE 18 MO XIOWN .
O ACCEPTED PL/NVA POLICY TO KILL OR MISTAZAT ANIRICAN OR -
TCX PO¥'S. IN PACT, THE OPPOSITE 1S TAZ CASE. IF A P, O3
¥VA SOLDIZR MISTREATS AMERICAN OR TCN PO¥'S, HE IS SURJKT
10 PUNISHMENT BY NIS PL OR NVA SUPTRIORS. 1HERR ARE, HOVEVER,
POOR QUALITY AXD UNDISCIPLINED PIELD COMMAKDERS AMD SOLDIERS
1N PL AXD KVA UNITS VEO MAY MISTREAT POW'S, REGULATIONS OF
THE FAKDLING OF PO¥'S ARE REQUIRED STUDY MATERIAL POR FL AND
NVA SOLDIIRS AND JLES OFFICIALS, 3UT A8 IN ALL ARNIES 5CVE
SOLDIERS BRPAX THE REGULATIONS,

8. MANY PL AND XVA TROOPS RESEXT TEE
PREFERENTIAL TREATKENT OF AWERICAK AXD TCN POW'S, FOR - -
EXANPLE, AMERICAN PRISONERS ARE ALLOCATED POUR OR PIVE
NORTR VIETFANESE DONG 1N HANDI OR ITS Pl X1P EQUIVALENT IN
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SAY FIUA FOX SUBBISTEXCE , A SATE BGUAL O THR DAILY
[§50CE PAID TO & P OFPICER OF BATZALION COMNAIDRR
Cnngp OXE 1.8, DOLLAR IXGALD 3.5 DORG) ... - - = =
ALSO, mmxumunormm. FIE I0RE PRXFEAXNTIAL
I8 §1S TREATHENT, PL POACES WSO TAKE AN'RICAWE OR TC¥
nmmmrmﬂ'aomwmm. BECAUAS TXS PL
ﬂlﬂﬂmm”'lmm onmmma
ATTENPYS TO TRAKSPORT AMSRICAN PRIONERS CAPTUED 1N LAGS
AKD SOUTE VIETMAN 0 NOETR VIETHAX AS QUICKLY A2 POSSIELE
13 THAT ADBUATR OO0 18 .DIFFICULT T AOUIRE IR LACS AND
SOUTH VIETIAN oS A FESULT OF THE LOGISTICS INVOLYID 1IN
OBTAINING 10CAL PO AND BRINGING FOOD A OTHEIR SUPPLIES
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pOWR THE EO CHI RIXR TRAIL. THESLFORE, VHENEVIR POBS ITLE
AMERICAN AMD TCH POY'S l“ SEZXT TO BANOY, WHERE IT IS ASIRR
T0 CARE mx THEN AND F@?ID! SZCURITY DURLING THEIR INCARCE~

arion. (B ~OMENT. THE REASON ALL AMERICAX Fov's
LOOK THIX AND utmsam IX XEYSPAPER PHOTOGRAPHS s .
PROBABLY THE SAME REASOX THEY LOOK THIM OX THE BO CHI BRI
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TAMIL IN LAGS, I.E., FOOR NORALE CAUSED BV THRIR CAPTURE, POOR
YORALE NEISULTS IN PO¥'S OFTEX AKIUSING TO SAY OR ROT B31N0 ARLE
TO EAT LOCALLY ORTAINASLE FOOD AXD KAYIN DIFZICULTY SLEXPING
GNDER BANSN CORDITIONS I¥ THE JUMGLE AKKAS OF LACS AND SOUTR
VIETIAR. ALSO, REING 1X TRE TRAIL &BEA AXD BEING IF 4 VEAKKNED
pUYSICAL STATE, TME ANERICAN PO¥'S ART PAORARLY SUSCETTIRE TO
SALARIA, DYSEKTERY, AND OTEIR DIREASES FRON WEICE TR FL AN
KVA TROOPS REGULANLY SUF7SR,} -
7. THERK ARE BO PRISONS 1IN SAVAXIMKMET PROVINCE OR 84N
NEUA DESIGYED SPECIFICALLY FOR LNCARCKRATION OF ANERIL.N OR
TCH PO¥'S. HOFEVER, THERE 18 A PRISOX AT NAN CRALO (XD 1468)
APPROXDMATELY 33 KILONETERS MORTHVES? OF TCHXPONZ USED POR
INCARCERATION OF LAO ACCUSID OF POLITICAL CRINES AGALNST YRE
PL AXD THE NLES., THESZ SUIPECTS ARE TREATED DATNER BARSWLY,
BECACSE THEY ARE CONSIDERED TO BE TRAITORS 70 TMEIR COUNTRY
CATHER TRAN POU'S. THEAR IS NO KNOVN POV OR JOLITICAL CRIMES
pRISOX IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF NUONG PHIKE, BUT 1X 1384
A RGYAL LAO AIR FORCE T=28 PILOT JAMED BO O X KO ¥G, A
T1¥E OF SAVANMAKHET TOWN, WAS SROT DOWX 1M THE YICINITY OF
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UONG mez. !ilIL! DET!!‘FEB THERE, BOUNKONG WAS SUBJRT@ TO AX

ISTEXSIVE 1KDOCTRIKATION BY KLES OFTICIALS. BOUNKONG SUBSIQUENTLY
ACCEPTED £ MINOR NLHS OFFICIAL POSITION IN TXE VICINITY OF
MUONG PHIXE, A JOD HE REPORTEDLY ST ILL MOLDS.

§. THE PL/XLUS POLICY TOWARD LAO ARMED FORCES (FAR)
POY'S DIFFERS FROM THAT TOWARD JAO POLITICAL PRISONIRS, BUT
FAR PO¥'S ARE ESSENTIALLY TREATED WELL AND ARX FXD AND PROVIDED
FOR ON A SCALE CONPARABLE TO THEIR EQUIVALENT PL RANKS. WNEN
FAR SOLDIERS ARE TAKEN PRISONER, THEY AAE BOUND SECURELY AXD
NOVED TO PL-CONTROLLED AREAS. EF THE FAP POW'S DID NOT EXRIBIT
HOSTILITY OR AN INTENT TO.ESCAPE, THEY ARE UNTIED BUT ARS
“ATCHED CLOSELY BY SECURITY PERSONNEL, SUBSEQUENTLY, THE FAR
POY'S UNDERGO ISDOCTRIMATION TRAINING GIVER BY MLHS PROPAGANOA

- PERSONNEL. THE IXDOCTRINATION STRESSES SUCH THEMES AS LAO

EROTHERBOUD, THE GNIFICATION OF LAOS, AMD PEACE IN LAOS. AT
THE CONCLUSION OF THE IXDOCTRINATION, THE FAR POW'S ALS ASKED

I¥ THEY WOULD LIKE 10 JOIN THE PL/MLHS OR RETURN HOME TO THEIR
VILLAGES. IF THEY OPT TU RETURN HOME, THEY NUST PLEDGE NEVER
ACAIN TO SERVE FAR AGAINST TIE PL/NLHS. MAKY OF THE FAR POY'S
CAPTURED AT RAM BAK fX NORTHERN LAOS IN 1968 DECIDED TO STAY
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1N THE 8AM NEUA ARZA AS LARORERS FOR THE PL/NLXS RATHIR
ALTURN TO FAR AMD ER PLACED 1N COMBAT AGAIN, AL3O IN 1968, A
KUNBZR OF FAR POW'S CAPTURZD AT HOUAY SAX (XD S236),APPROXIMATELY

30 KILCMETIRS FAST OF TCHXPCAE IN MILITARY EEGION 111, UMDEAVENT
RLES IXDOCTRIMATION 1N TEK ¥A THALAN (XD 1328) ARTA, TEEY VIRY
SUBSEQUENTLY RELEASED TO RETURX 7O TSXIR VILLAGES URON PLEDGING
MOT TO REJOIN FAR UNITS, '

T
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